
2025 NBCC Legislative and Regulatory Agenda

The purpose of the NBCC legislative and regulatory agenda is to advocate on behalf of the 
National Certified Counselor workforce to enhance job creation, secure essential funding, and 
allocate resources that empower both professionals and the clients they serve. Our goal is to 
create a sustainable framework that supports the growth of the counseling workforce, enhances 
professional resources, and promotes equitable access to mental health services for all individuals.

Federal Government Engagement Focus Areas 

U.S. Congress 

•	 Introduce NBCC to new members of Congress in both the U.S. House and U.S. Senate. 

•	 Identify and build relationships with House and Senate Committee leadership. 

•	 Support legislative proposals and bills that impact the counseling profession. With a 
primary focus on the counseling workforce, job creation, student loan forgiveness, health 
equity, and allocation of funds and resources. 

•	 For more details on bills and legislation that  
NBCC is advocating on, please visit our  
Grassroots Action Center.

Administration, Department, and Agency Engagement 

•	 Maintain NBCC’s collaborative relationships  
with federal departments and agencies.  

•	 Obtain and disseminate resources to the  
professional counseling community.  

•	 Share information on the qualifications and 
contributions of counselors to the health care 
system and the needs of consumers with a focus on 
improving and expanding access to care and federal 
programming. 

•	 Support appropriations that help ensure that 
counselors are prepared and able to serve as many communities as possible across the 
United States. 

https://www.congress.gov/committees
https://nbcc.org/govtaffairs/grassroots


Key Issues  

Create Jobs: Implement the occupational 
health series for mental health counselors in 
needed federal agencies. 

Reimbursement: Identify House and Senate 
sponsors to propose Medicare reimbursement 
rate increase in the Physician Fee Schedule. 

Broader Inclusion: Including mental health 
counselors in the National Health Service 
Corps opens loan repayment and scholarship 
programs as well as job opportunities. 

Strengthen the Workforce: Monitor and 
advocate for fair funding levels for federal 
programs supporting the profession. 

Telehealth: Work with Congress to improve 
telehealth policy across the nation. 

Underserved Communities: Work to increase 
access to care in the nation’s most vulnerable 
communities. 

State Legislative Engagement Focus Areas 

NBCC prioritizes state engagement by fostering strong relationships with stakeholders and regulatory bodies 
that advocate for the profession of counseling, promote best practices, and ensure that counselors are informed 
about and involved in legislative developments. NBCC is committed to supporting state legislative and regulatory 
issues affecting counselors by providing comprehensive technical assistance, which encompasses a range of 
support services designed to equip counselors, organizations, and state boards with the knowledge and resources 
necessary to navigate legislative processes and regulatory frameworks effectively. These support services include: 
 

Policy Analysis: Provide analysis of existing laws and proposed regulations to assess their impact on the 
counseling profession. 
 
Advocacy Training: Organize workshops and training sessions to empower counselors with skills and strategies 
for effective advocacy at the state level. 
 
Stakeholder Engagement: Facilitate connections between counselors and state legislators to promote dialogue 
and understanding of counseling issues. 
 
Research Support: Assist in identifying and utilizing relevant research to support legislative initiatives and 
demonstrate the value of counseling services.  

Regulatory Guidance: Provide support in understanding and navigating state regulations, including health 
insurance reimbursement appeals. 

Coalition Building: Help form coalitions with other mental health organizations to strengthen advocacy efforts 
and amplify counselors’ voices. 

Monitoring Legislation: Provide updates and alerts on relevant legislative developments and opportunities for 
engagement. 

For questions about NBCC’s 2025 Legislative and Regulatory Agenda, 
please contact us at govtaffairs@nbcc.org. 

https://www.opm.gov/policy-data-oversight/classification-qualifications/general-schedule-qualification-standards/0000/safety-and-occupational-health-management-series-0018/
https://www.opm.gov/policy-data-oversight/classification-qualifications/general-schedule-qualification-standards/0000/safety-and-occupational-health-management-series-0018/
https://www.cms.gov/medicare/payment/fee-schedules/physician
https://nhsc.hrsa.gov/
https://nhsc.hrsa.gov/
https://telehealth.hhs.gov/providers/telehealth-policy
mailto:govtaffairs%40nbcc.org?subject=

